Gamma Upsilon Chapter of Sigma Chi at Mississippi State University V Spring 2018

A Legacy of Excellence Continues
House Corporation Calls for
Increased Alumni Involvement

T

he Gamma Upsilon House Corporation is
excited to bring you the spring edition of
The Steel Jacket Sig, our alumni newsletter,
to update you on recent events and chapter news.
There is a lot to report, and we think you will enjoy reading about all of the great things happening with your chapter.

A Grand Celebration

First and foremost, this year marks the 80th anniversary of the founding of Gamma Upsilon at
Mississippi State University. This is a significant
milestone for our chapter, and we celebrated accordingly on March 23-24 in Starkville. A big
thanks to Dr. Roy Ruby ’61 and Wade Overstreet ’96 for helping to plan and coordinate this
event, which by all accounts, was a wonderful
weekend.

Honoring Our Late Brothers
Through Scholarship

Sadly, this past year we tragically lost the Cobb
brothers who were taken from us much too soon.
The Cobb family is an important part of the

Gamma Upsilon family, and we grieve with them
during this tough time. As a way to honor their
legacy, we have established The Justin and Brent
Cobb Memorial Fund and information is included below for ways to contribute in their memory.

Call for Alumni Involvement

As I stated in the last newsletter, my brotherly challenge to you as our loyal alumni is to
get involved and give back to Gamma Upsilon.
We want you to re-engage by attending alumni
events, reconnecting with your pledge brothers, and supporting the chapter with your time
and treasure. Those who came before us laid the
groundwork so that we could enjoy our time
as active members, and now it’s our turn to do
that for future generations. As always, we welcome your questions, input, and involvement,
and I hope you enjoy this issue of the newsletter.
In Hoc,
Carey Edwards ’00
House Corporation President
(662) 308-3187/ carey.edwards@bxs.com

Memorial Fund Created in Remembrance of Late Brothers

W

e reported the tragic loss of Justin Cobb
’97 and Brent Cobb ’98 in the fall 2017
newsletter and promised an update on efforts
to memorialize them. After consultation with
and approval of their family, we have created the Cobb Memorial Fund. As fine scholars, leaders, Christians, and Sigma Chis, the
Cobbs were also loving husbands and fathers.
Excelling in their professional lives, Justin
and Brent both brought honor to Sigma Chi.

We ask that you consider supporting this effort.
You will honor good men and bring comfort to
their families, friends, and Sigma Chi brothers.
You will receive other opportunities to give in the
mail in the coming months. All gifts are tax deductible and should be handled as follows:

Donations to the fund will enable a permanent
memorial at the Gamma Upsilon chapter house
and an annual leadership scholarship to be presented in their names to a deserving Sigma Chi
undergraduate each year. Your gift will allow us
to remember and honor the Cobbs’ legacy for
generations to come.

Mail all donations to:
Sigma Chi Foundation
1714 Hinman Avenue
Evanston, IL 60201

Make checks payable to: The Sigma Chi Foundation. Be certain to indicate Gamma Upsilon—
Cobb Memorial in the memo.

Thank You,
Loyal Alumni

W

e are extremely grateful for the loyal
alumni who contributed to our annual campaign during the fall of 2017.
These funds will go a long way in aiding our
undergraduate chapter, especially in an effort
to expand the chapter room. Alumni involvement is a critical component of Gamma Upsilon’s success, and your ongoing and loyal
support directly impacts the future of Sigma
Chi at MSU.
If you would like to contribute to the chapter’s efforts, please make your check payable
to the Gamma Upsilon House Corporation
and send to P.O. Box 442100, Lawrence, KS
66044-2100. Gifts are not tax deductible. A
receipt will be provided.
$5,000 and above
Theodore H. Kendall
III ’58
John M. Boulware ’61
Leonard B. Cobb ’70
Mary Ann Miller

Thomas F. Durrett III ’61
William E. Sebren III ’61
Samuel C. Barry ’62
Fred J. Poindexter ’63
H. Lewis Whitfield ’64
John D. Flanagan ’68
Steven L. McKinney ’68
$2,500 to $4,999
Eugene D. Carothers ’69
Thomas F. Flowers Jr ’59 Albert L. Sage III ’69
Gabriel P. Baldwin ’98
Gerald E. Beard ’70
Joseph K. Sims ’72
$1,500 to $2,499
James H. Clayton ’73
L. Scott Poindexter ’60 Stephen P. Trehern ’74
Ralph E. Chapman ’72 C. Phillip Duckworth ’82
David D. Donald ’72
Theodore H. Kendall
David H. Senseman ’75
IV ’82
Stephen M. Roberts ’82 Kenneth E. Peacock ’82
John D. Stephens ’95
$1,000 to $1,499
T. Brent Baker ’96
Charles Peel Jr. ’60
David D. Wier IV ’96
Dr. Roy Ruby ’61
P. Kirk Cameron ’99
Donald L. Hall ’62
Wesley M. Ferguson ’00
James A. Coggin ’64
John H. Holley ’12
Travis H. Tigrett ’74
Roger A. Bland ’78
Kirk R. Jeffreys III ’91
George W. Butler Jr. ’93
William R. McReynolds ’95
Up to $999
Joseph H. Kennedy Jr. ’55
Malcolm B. Howard ’56
R. Bardin Redditt ’57
Mickey L. Black ’59
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A Celebration of Brotherhood

Gamma Upsilon Alumni Celebrate 80 Years at MSU

D

uring the weekend of March 23-24, alumni
celebrated the 80th anniversary of Gamma
Upsilon’s founding at MSU. Brothers and
sweethearts started the weekend’s festivities with
a reception at the home of MSU President Dr.
Mark Keenum ’84.
On Saturday, the undergraduate chapter hosted
alumni and their significant others at the chapter
house. After the annual house corporation meeting, numerous certificates and awards were presented to alumni brothers, including the Significant Sig Award to Lewis Whitfield ’64 of Tupelo.
National Grand Pro Consul Steven Schuyler,
University of Arizona ’79, was in attendance and
reported that Gamma Upsilon had more brothers receive the Significant Sig Award than any
other chapter.

A moving ritual exemplification led by undergraduate members followed the luncheon. Many
brothers were able to experience a chapter meeting and portions of the initiation ceremony for
the first time in years. George Bryan ’66 hosted a
celebration for everyone that evening at Old Waverly in West Point. Brothers partied well into the
evening—nearly 10:30 p.m.!
We thank Roy Ruby ’61 and Wade Overstreet
’96 for their leadership in organizing the weekend and cannot convey how impressive the undergraduate chapter, led by Layton Little ’19,
proved to be in all their efforts over the weekend.
Our alumni are proud of Gamma Upsilon and
their dedication to excellence.

FAVOR AND DISTINCTION

Sigma Chi and MSU Career Make Lasting Impact on Dr. Roy Ruby ’61

A

nyone who has ever met Dr.
Roy Ruby ’61 knows the infectiousness of his humor
and love for MSU. He chose Gamma
Upsilon during recruitment because
the chapter was outstanding, and he
knew he wanted to be a part of great
tradition. Because of his involvement
in Sigma Chi, he became involved
in student government, where he
learned leadership skills that served him well as
he continued his education and eventually started his extended career in student affairs.
Roy earned a bachelor’s degree in 1961 and a master’s degree in 1966, both in political science, from
MSU. He went on to earn his doctorate in higher
education and student personnel from the University of Mississippi in 1973. Roy’s love of MSU
brought him back to the university after completing his education, where he worked for 40 years.
For 17 of those years, Roy served as vice president for student affairs and later served as the
dean of the College of Education for three years.
“My whole life has been Mississippi State,” Roy
said. “Mississippi State has done more for me
than I did for it.” Although, many argue that Roy
made a large impact on their college experiences,
especially Wade Overstreet ’96. “From the moment I met him with my pledge class in 1992, Dr.
Ruby made a profound impression with his humor as well as his sense of authority,” Wade said.
“He certainly ‘retains the spirit of youth’ as described in the Sigma Chi Creed, and I have never

Gamma Upsilon alumni during the
80th anniversary celebration in March.

met a finer gentleman or one with
such verbal felicity.”
After retiring in 2004, Roy returned to MSU to serve as interim
president in 2008. “I was fortunate
to have made a career at my alma
mater,” Roy said. He enjoyed working with students in each of his
positions throughout his career.
He advises current undergraduates to put academics first and enjoy college life second. “Learn
to manage your time and achieve academically,”
Roy said. “The things you are learning now will
stay with you forever.”
Upon retiring from MSU, Roy was able to become more involved in Gamma Upsilon’s house
corporation and served as president for more
than five years. More recently, he and others
helped in planning the 80th anniversary celebration, an event which attracted a great crowd. He
has enjoyed his service to the house corporation
and is pleased to see younger alumni becoming
involved in the chapter’s leadership. Roy encourages alumni to support Gamma Upsilon in any
of the ways that are available. “There are lots of
ways to get involved,” Roy said.
Roy lives in Starkville with his wife, Patricia, and
they have two grown children, Mary and Robert.
Roy frequently speaks to classes on campus and
enjoys following Mississippi State athletics. If
you would like to get in touch with Roy, you can
reach him at royruby1939@gmail.com.

MSU President Dr. Mark Keenum ’84
and George Bryan ’66 Highlight the
Success of the 80th Anniversary

I

was honored to host Sigma Chi’s 80th reunion
at our home on March 23. The turnout was tremendous, and thanks to all of you who were able
to join us. It was a great evening and provided an
opportunity for so many Gamma Upsilon brothers to get back to MSU, reconnect with old friends,
and visit the chapter house again.
I hope the success of this event will also encourage
brothers who could not attend to look for ways to
become more involved in chapter activities in the
future. Stay tuned for details regarding upcoming
activities in this newsletter and through other correspondence from the chapter in
the days to come. We look forward
to seeing you back on campus.
In Hoc,
Dr. Mark E. Keenum ’84
MSU President
We were honored to host the 80th anniversary of
Gamma Upsilon at Old Waverly Golf Club. My
years with Sigma Chi have provided many wonderful memories, and the bonds formed within
Sigma Chi last a lifetime. We are grateful for the
friends we have made and the values that were instilled by this great fraternity. Thank you for being
a part of this historic anniversary.
I am truly honored to call you my
brothers.
In Hoc,
George Bryan ’66
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GAMMA UPSILON REMAINS STRONG

A

s a chapter, we believe that we have an academic responsibility to ourselves, to our families, and to the fraternity. We work hard each semester to provide the best support network we can to challenge each other
to succeed. This year, we continued our academic success as we maintained
a GPA well above the all-men’s average. We are optimistic and working diligently toward improving our grades during the spring 2018 semester. The
executive officers have worked with the house corporation to receive money
from the foundation in order to renovate the study rooms to ensure they are
optimized for our members.

DEVELOPING LEADERSHIP

Our members are involved in a vast number of organizations on and off
campus, including athletics, student government, honor societies, community mentoring, and much more. We strive to uphold the high quality of
leadership standards by empowering our members to stay involved in organizations of all types. Jake Manning ’19 was elected as student body vice
president, the third Sigma Chi to hold this position in three years, and Alex
Bedwell ’19 was elected to serve as student body treasurer. Several of our
members were also elected to the Student Association Senate.

GIVING BACK

Gamma Upsilon is proud to be a leader in the area of service to others, not
only on campus, but in the community as well. We have been recognized
on the state, local, and national levels for our outstanding efforts to better
the community around us. Our members take pride in working to serve
others, which is evident in the number of hours dedicated and the amount
of money donated each year to the charities and organizations in which we
are involved. Community service and philanthropy are important parts of
our fraternity life.
We hosted our 61st annual Derby Days Week on Saturday, April 14, organized by Derby Daddy Nicholas Cobb ’18. We are happy to announce we
raised more than $100,000 this year. With this, we plan to donate $20,000
dollars to the Huntsman Cancer Institute and $80,000 to the Catch-ADream Foundation. Last fall, we partnered with Delta Gamma to coordinate Operation Christmas Child, where we donated shoe boxes full of toys
to children overseas who otherwise would not have Christmas gifts.

Brothers during Kappa Sigma’s annual Charity Bowl Classic, where more than
$140,000 was raised to help rebuild communities in Africa.

We plan to expand our involvement by participating in community programs and services, such as the Big Event, a campus-wide volunteer opportunity. We believe that a strong philanthropic program creates a great
opportunity for us to work and grow together, and to contribute to the
Starkville community.

Striving for Excellence

We have made significant changes that reflect upon our goals to continuously better the fraternity and ourselves. We look forward to our future
endeavors, and we thank our loyal alumni for their continued support.
Please stop by the chapter house to meet the young men following in your
footsteps.
In Hoc,
Layton Little ’19
Consul
(662) 418-5431
gammaupsilonconsul@gmail.com

CONGRATULATIONS, GRADUATES!
John Atkeison ’18
Business Management
Planning to start a business
Will Basden ’18
Marketing and Supply Chain
Management
Working as a manufacturing
planner associate with Lockheed Martin Missiles and Fire
Control
Nicholas Cobb ’18
Accounting
Planning to get his master’s
degree in sports administration at MSU
Drew Fandel ’18
Sports Studies and Business
Attending graduate school

Austin Fitch ’18
Communications
Planning to find a position in
communications

Douglas Kilarski ’18
Finance
Planning to find a position in
banking

Ben Sellers ’18
Civil Engineering
Working at an engineering
firm

John Weeden ’18
Chemical Engineering
Working as a process engineer
in Mobile, Ala.

Miles Huff ’18
Communications
Working as a territory account
manager for Specialty Roll
Products of Meridian, Miss.

Carter Osborne ’18
Chemical Engineering
Planning to work as an engineer in the chemical manufacturing industry

Wilkes Skelton ’18
Biochemistry
Attending medical school at
UMMC

Andrew White ’18
Finance
Planning to work with his
grandfather and learn to manage properties

Tucker Jenkins ’18
Finance
Planning to work in a sales position in the furniture industry

John Puckett ’18
Building Construction Science
Working for a general contractor in Denver

William Johnson ’18
Industrial Engineering
Planning to find a position in
industrial engineering

Stephen Ross ’18
Political Science
Working for a pro-environmental organization and
applying for law school

Mitchell Sones ’18
Chemical Engineering
Working as a process engineer
for International Paper in
Columbus, Miss.
Jake Weatherford ’18
Political Science
Attending Memphis Law
School

Jacob Wooten ’18
Kinesiology
Planning on getting a job in
medical sales

Congratulations,
Gamma Upsilon
Significant Sigs!
These outstanding alumni will be recognized this
summer at the Grand Council meeting in Skokie,
Ill., outside of Chicago.
Michael McRaney ’59
H. Lewis Whitfield ’64
Richard Rula ’68
Toxey Haas ’82

Gamma Upsilon House Corporation
Sigma Chi – Mississippi State University
P.O. Box 442100
Lawrence, KS 66044-2100
Address Service Requested

Please join our alumni
Facebook group:
Mississippi State Sigma Chi
Official Alumni Page
More than 500 brothers have joined!
Attention: This newsletter is intended for alumni and parents. If your son is still
attending Mississippi State University, he will receive a copy at the chapter house.
If he has graduated, please send us his permanent address. Thank you.

Chapter to Chapter
Gulf Coast Alumni Chapter
Sam Burke

Active Gamma Upsilon members with MSU students
during Worship Night at the chapter house last fall.

Alumni Chapter President
Meets on second Friday of each month at Gulfport Yacht Club at noon
gulfcoastsigmachi@gmail.com

Jackson Alumni Chapter
Albert Sage ’69

Alumni Chapter President
Meets on first Wednesday of each month at River Hills Club at noon
ilobbyms@sageadvicems.com

Starkville Alumni Chapter
Bill Daniel ’70

Evan Thomas ’19, John Gibson ’20, Ethan Guynes
’20, and Cameron Davis ’20 served as orientation
leaders for the spring 2018 semester to help incoming
freshman students get acclimated on campus.

Alumni Chapter President
Monthly meetings coming soon
wldaniel@bellsouth.net
Are you interested in starting an alumni chapter? If so, please
contact Tony Thompson ’92 at tonywthompson@gmail.com.

